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AGROWINGFAMILYPHASE2
the story so far

THE VISION
It was about this time last year that we launched our Growing Family  
Campaign. The Campaign began as a response to what we believe God 
is calling us to do: to increase our present facilities and ‘make room’ for  
His growing family. So we set our sights on buying another building here on  
the Brick Knoll Park estate. This new space would enable us to address  
urgent needs like expand our FEED food bank, accommodate and develop 
our burgeoning children’s ministries, provide our youth with a home of their 
own - and more! Admittedly a big, audacious, God-sized vision; it began and 
remains challenging to the core.

THE SACRIFICE
The Growing Family Campaign has specifically focused on sacrificial giving  
rather than fundraising. That’s because we believe God is calling us to yield our 
resources as a part of our discipleship journey. We’ve seen first-hand how the  
simple act of financial sacrifice reveals what takes priority in our lives, and 
has provided us with the opportunity to align our attitude and stewardship 
of money with God’s own heart. And what a wonderful season this is turning 
out to be for us. Last year we collectively gave and pledged over £725,000, 
and with the help of our bank were able to buy the £1.3 million building next 
door! How many communities can say they’ve done that!?! And all to create 
something that provides for and serves other people’s interests and needs. 
This certainly is good news!!

THE TRANSFORMATION
As if this wonderful news wasn’t enough, we’ve also seen a change in us as a 
people over the last year. Through the Campaign, we’ve seen God’s family grow 
in numbers as well as in character and integrity. Our understanding and desire 
for discipleship has grown stronger and more focussed. One particular thing 
we’ve grown up in is fasting and intercessory prayer; there’s no doubt we’ve  
become more purposeful and powerful in our whole prayer life. We’ve also 
seen God lead us into greater unity as a church body. There is a definite sense 
that God is preparing and anointing us for the work He has for us to do.
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Enlarge your house; build an addition. Spread 
out your home, and spare no expense! For 
you will soon be bursting at the seams. Your  
descendants will occupy other nations and  
resettle the ruined cities. Fear not; you will no 
longer live in shame. Don’t be afraid; there is 
no more disgrace for you. You will no longer  
remember the shame of your youth and the  
sorrows of widowhood. For your Creator 
will be your husband; the Lord of Heaven’s  
Armies is his name! He is your Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Israel, the God of all the earth.

ISAIAH 54:2-5



“taught me To take a risk in listening to what 
God’s plans are, even if these are outside of 
my own comfort zone.”

“meant I’ve learnt about the power of prayer 
and unity as a church body.”

“The Day and Night talk series left its mark 
on me, It especially taught me how to use the 
scriptures within prayer and intercession.”

“HAS CHALLENGED ME TO ALIGN MYSELF AND MY 
LIFE TO GOD’S HEART FOR THE POOR.”

“Taught me the importance of persisting with 
prayer. I’m now trying to pray more regularly 
and widen my thinking in my praying.”

“I have learnt to focus on who I am serving 
rather than my performance in serving.”

“I now see unity within the church as more 
important - more of a necessity rather 
than a nice aspect of church life.”

“God keeps His promises and His purposes 
cannot be thwarted.”

“Tithing has been a subject that I needed to 
have a better understanding about.”

“I think we as a church are more united in 
purpose as we say yes to God corporately 
through having a common goal - allowing 
God to ‘extend the tent’ through us.”

“reminded me that God is able and can  
accomplish infinitely more than we 
might ask or imagine.”

you’ve said vineyard’s growing  
family campaign has...



AGROWINGFAMILYPHASE2
the work set before us 

THE COMMISSION
Since the beginning of the year we’ve been fasting and praying for God 
to grant us favour with the St Albans Council and for them to approve our  
planning application. It seems like a long time that we’ve been waiting to move 
into our empty warehouse! We continue to push forward together in prayer,  
believing that we will reap a harvest if we continue to hope and pray for God’s 
kingdom to come, and to not give up. 

Earlier this year we commissioned our architect to design the interior  
structure for our new building. We desperately need this interior to start  
using the space, so are delighted to announce that these plans are now  
complete! You can see these at the end of this brochure or view them online  
www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/gfphase2. We’ve also commissioned a  
special interactive 3D program that will bring these 2D drawings to life!  
This will be available within the next month, and provide a great visualisation 
of how next door’s stark warehouse will be transformed, and a sense of what  
the building will feel like as you walk through it. It’s exciting stuff! This really 
is a time to celebrate and thank God that we can now press on and launch 
PHASE2! 

THE VISION OF PHASE2
Isaiah 54 has been a key scripture to this season of growth and expansion for 
us as a church. God asked us to make room for his Growing Family and we 
responded by stepping out in faith and giving towards something we couldn’t 
yet see. And true to His word, God has not left us looking foolish or empty 
handed - but we are now the proud owners of a huge 16,339 square foot 
warehouse! 

The challenge we face today is that we need to provide enough money to 
build the entire interior structure for our empty warehouse. PHASE2 will  
enable us to make our currently bare building functional - so that everything 
we’ve been praying for and working towards can be fulfilled. So, what will this 
look like - exactly? Well, apart from creating more space for us as a church, 
we’re outlining the three most urgent ministries we want to build.
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FEED MINISTRY
We don’t have to read much of the Bible to understand that worshipping  
God involves helping those who are poor and oppressed. Isaiah 58 hits 
home God’s promise that if we align and steward our lives to His command,  
be generous with the hungry and help those in trouble, God will lead us, 
strengthen us and give us a full life. An essential part of expanding the FEED 
ministry will focus on developing stronger relationships with the people we 
serve, help train and equip them with essential life skills, progress our current 
affiliations with local organisations and services, and provide opportunities for 
our clients to create community between one another. So, how will the new 
building help us do this?

www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/feed

We want to see people live with dignity, regardless of their situation. 
Instead of our clients having to step into a tiny portable cabin to  
collect a few handouts, we’re going to create a functional minimart 
where we can stock FEED items on clear and ordered shelves. The 
extra distribution space will allow us to store the increasing amount of 
fresh food we are being offered by local businesses too. The freedom 
to choose from a variety of foods may be a small act, but it offers 
people a sense of dignity and self-respect. 

The new building will become a training and equipping centre. We 
will run life skill courses, such as basic cooking or parenting courses. 

We will expand FEED to become a place where we can signpost  
visitors and clients to organisations and agencies who can help  
people move forward. The new building will allow us to host these 
networks and make them readily available to any FEED client.

We will use the space to offer prayer counselling to FEED clients. 

We’ve recently begun offering baby and children’s clothing to young 
families in need. The new building will enable us to establish and 
grow this project in a specific space, as well as facilitate further  
projects offering support and community for young families. 

http://www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/feed


Therefore, my dear brothers and 
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move 
you. Always give yourselves fully to 
the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labour in the Lord 
is not in vain.

1 Corinthians 15:58



The LORD has done 
great things for us, 
and we are 
filled with joy!

PSALM 126:3



We will relocate our entire VineyardKids ministry into the new building.  
Being in a self-contained unit means we’ll be able to build specific  
facilities, like dedicated children’s toilets, that will enable us to  
increase security measures and keep our kids protected. Building a 
specific Kids Area means we’ll finally have the room to provide every 
child a space at VineyardKids on a Sunday!  

We’ve been looking to restructure and expand groups for some time 
now, but have been unable to due to limited space. One of the first 
things we’ll create is a pre-school to school-age transition group,  
mirroring changes in the education system. 

Other immediate changes will include creating one registration point  
to streamline our booking in process, a sensory room for children 
with special needs and establishing new nursery age groups.

KIDS MINISTRY 
Our children are great evangelists. VineyardKids has always said that our kids 
are not the Church of tomorrow, but the Church of today. We want to see 
them following Jesus, inviting God’s kingdom to come on earth, praying for 
the sick, telling their friends, their teachers and families about God’s love, and 
to lead where they are today! 

AGROWINGFAMILYPHASE2
the work set before us 

www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/kids    www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/youth

YOUTH MINISTRY 
We want to see young people passionate, engaged and communicating with 
one another and the world. We want to see our youth take risks, be great  
influencers, impact their local and global communities, and to see their life as 
a great adventure! 

Building relationship with our contemporaries is key. We’ll therefore be  
constructing four breakout rooms for the youth to connect, meet and  
belong. We’re also building a specific youth auditorium decked out with  
multi-media technology so our young people can grow and worship together. 
We look forward to giving our youth every opportunity to thrive, mature and 
to flourish!

http://www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/kids
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Now you should finish 
what you started. 
Let the eagerness 

you showed 
in the beginning 
be matched now 

by your giving.

2 corinthians 8:11

Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your 
God will be with you wherever you 
go.... and occupy the land. 

JOSHUA 1:9,15



AGROWINGFAMILYPHASE2
pressing on & pressing in

GIVING GLADLY & GIVING GENEROUSLY
To make PHASE2 a reality, we need £500,000. This will allow us to construct 
the interior hub of our new building so that we can start to function. We  
are therefore asking you to let the eagerness you showed when we launched 
the Growing Family Campaign be matched by the launch of PHASE2,  
and for you to prayerfully respond in giving. Perhaps you’ve just joined  
Vineyard and the Growing Family is brand new news? Well this is your  
invitation to get involved! 

Or if you’re a long time family member and have wholeheartedly ‘caught 
the Growing Family vision’, we’re asking you to build upon the joy you’ve 
already experienced in prayerful and thankful giving, and join us in being  
part of PHASE2. You can give or pledge today by filling in the enclosed 
PHASE2 form or you can give online www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/giving. 
We are praying that God would not allow us to grow tired or apathetic to  
His call, but that He would envision and strengthen us to keep going! 

REMEMBERING THE CALL
We recognise that God has shown us immense goodness by giving us  
Jesus. He has made a way home to Him - and we are happy and grateful  
recipients of this kindness and generosity! We also recognise and want  
to accept God’s invitation to join in with what He is doing and become part  
of His divine plan to redeem and restore souls. This really is a privilege  
that we can’t forget to be thankful for.

After the challenges, setbacks and victories that God brought us through 
last year, both individually and as a community, we believe God invited us 
at the beginning of 2015 to “press on and press in” (Philippians 3:7-16). We 
wholeheartedly believe there are works God has prepared for us to do before 
He created us, and there are specific things that God has set aside for the 
Vineyard St Albans to do together as a Church. We accept God’s invitation for 
us to take a hold of these things - so let’s press on and press in for the prize 
He has set before us! 

www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/gfphase2
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GROWING FAMILY CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED!

FIRST £100,000 GIVEN

MAR 2014

£700,000 GIVEN & PLEDGED

SIX WEEK SUMMER PRAYER BEGINS

OVER £500,000 GIVEN & PLEDGED

ANOTHER £100,000 PLEDGED 

CHURCH WIDE FAST 

NEW CONNECT GROUPS LAUNCHED

PLANNING APPLICATION SUBMITTED

COMPLETED PURCHASE ON UNIT 6!

£12K FROM A GROWING FAMILY’S CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY 
GIVEN TO BETHESDA ORPHANAGES IN INDIA

FIRST COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER EVENT

ARCHITECT BRIEFED AND COMMISSIONED

PHASE2 LAUNCHED!

APR 2014

MAY 2014

JUN 2014

JUL 2014

AUG 2014

SEP 2014

OCT 2014

NOV 2014

DEC 2014

JAN 2015

FEB 2015

MAR 2015

MAY 2015
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