
SMALLGROUPWORSHIP 

Leading worship in a small setting such as a life group can be a very    

rewarding thing, but sometimes it can throw up issues that may not arise 

in a larger setting. These next few paragraphs have been put together to 

try and assist in helping you to take your life groups worship on to a more 

rewarding and intimate time. 

 

Aim  
The actual definition of worship is to come forward to kiss. An act of    

intimacy . The  aim of a worship leader therefore, as obvious as it sounds 

is to lead people into that intimate worship with God. You have to train 

yourself to be aware of what people need for this to happen, whether you 

are leading a handful of people, or thousands. This is not always an easy 

thing to do, but in a life group it shouldn't hopefully be as difficult, as you 

will probably know the people and how they work. 

The best way to do this is to keep yourself in line with God, make sure that 

your life and your walk with Him is strong, and deal with your failings as 

quickly as you can when they arise. If you are able to hear what God is 

saying in your life and you are aligning your will with His then leading     

worship is a lot easier! He knows best what people need!  

 

Prayer 
Always pray.... Prayer is the most amazing thing. We are able to talk to the 

creator of all things and he talks back!  

All life groups do things differently, but I would suggest that it is always a 

good thing to pray at the beginning of every meeting, as you are from the 

outset inviting God to be a part of what you are doing, and surely that is 

the whole point. 

We should lay our lives open wide before Him when we come to worship, 

and we can do this through prayer. 

Make sure to pray while selecting the songs for the meeting, don't just 

wait until you get there and choose some that seem ok, ask God what 

songs you should be doing. Don’t just rely on the hits. 

 

Practical pointers 
First and foremost, it is important establish a position of trust. Get to 

know the people who are in your life group, once you know people and 

they know you, they will feel more comfortable in becoming vulnerable in    

worship.  
 



It is important to think about what songs will suit a small setting best also, 

as some songs that you would use on a Sunday morning at church, may 

not necessarily work well in a small group. Some songs simply don’t 

translate as well without a full band or may be very wordy or have long 

instrumental sections which might distract when there is only a few people 

in a room together. 

You may wish to lower the key a song is usually done in (buy a capo). It is 

fine on a Sunday morning belting out a song which is very rangy, as voices 

can get drowned out in a large setting, but people may feel a little more             

self-conscious when they are in a small group. Also its good to think and 

be sympathetic to your groups dynamic. I mean by this that if you have a 

group of all ladies, don’t pick songs which ladies might find hard to sing. 

 

Attributes of a worship leader 
Humility is key, being able to accept constructive criticism is a great thing, 

and will really help you further your skills. If you are not able to take sug-

gestions on board then it won’t just be you who suffers, you have to keep 

in mind that you are there for a purpose, to lead the group. If you allow 

your own pride or arrogance get in the way of being useful the group will 

suffer. 

The professional is always looking to improve, the amateur thinks he/she 

has it sorted! 

Learn to be a prayerful person... I know that we have already talked 

about the importance of prayer before and during the meeting, but it is 

also important to look at your whole prayer life. You are in a position of 

authority, and you have to keep in mind that you have a responsibility to 

live as an example.  

Remain servant hearted, don’t think that just because you lead worship 

one or two nights a week, and maybe on a Sunday that you have done 

your bit. Always make yourself available to people. Serving others is really 

great worship, and again you have been called to be an example, others 

will follow. 

Keep your worship fresh, always pursue this life of worship. Everybody 

falls down and everyone falls short, you are no different. The way you deal 

with your failings is important, you must worship Him. Worship when you 

feel you have let Him, yourself and others down, He is always worthy of 

our praise. Don’t let your failings cut God off from the worship he de-

serves. This is not to say that you should not deal with your failings, you 

should and as quickly as you can. The longer you let something eat away 

at you the longer it takes to heal. I always find that God shows me areas 

that I need to bring to Him, repent and seek forgiveness for, while I am in 

my private worship times. 
 


