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The summer was a time of 
preparation in readiness for change, 
as Chris and Fliss officially retired 
as our senior pastors at the end of 
September. We’re now in a period 
of transition, with Mark Helvadjian 
being commissioned as our senior 
pastor in January, and Chris (known 
as our founding pastor along with 
Fliss) supporting the church in his 
advisory role.

Firm Foundations
The retirement events for Chris 
and Fliss were a time of great joy 
and reflection of the sacrifices the 
Lane family made to work for His 
Kingdom. During their leadership 
deep foundations have been built, 
here are a few highlights from our 
2017 annual report that reflect this;

Our unrestricted (not including 
Growing Family) income in 2017 was 
£833,009, of which 95% (£786,590) 
came from sacrificial giving and 
offerings from the congregation.  

To think that this has grown from a 
small group of believers in the Lane 
home 30 years ago is incredible - 
it enables us to do Kingdom work 
under our mission of Gather, Grow, 
Give.

Gather
We have an average of 547 adults on 
Sunday mornings, plus 196 children 
and 47 youth in their dedicated 
Sunday ministries. In addition, we 
have multiple events throughout 
the week to gather all those who 
are seeking and an active online 
community; 
• 10,355 views/downloads of our 

videos,
• 31,745 website visits,
• 4,514 video & podcasts plays of 

Sunday talks.

Grow
We operate a broad and full 
schedule of ministries and events 
to provide the opportunity and 
encouragement for people to grow 
in their faith;
• 12 new Connect groups were 

created, providing a total of 36,
• Equip programmes supported 

239 attendees,
• and we ran a diverse range 

of programmes to meet the 
needs of people where they 
are at, from dedicated men’s 
and women’s groups through 
to pre-marriage, marriage and 
moving on courses.



Give
We believe and follow the guidance 
from scripture on tithing, giving and 
blessing, aiming to give around 
10% of our income for wider 
Kingdom purposes. In 2017, we 
gave £73,115 to:
• Bethesda Orphanages to help 

support, nurture and educate 
children in India, 

• STEP to run faith-based support 
and education in local schools,

• VCUKI for enabling church 
planting & development of the 
movement.

Our Compassion Ministry aims 
to put the teachings of Jesus into 
practise with help for those in need 
in our community:
• providing school holiday 

lunches, cookery courses, 
clinics and key links to other 
agencies, such as women’s 
aid, refugees and probation 
services,

• we supported an average of 
501 FEED guests per month 
(families/individuals/couples) 
and give out an average of 121 
emergency food bags.

All of this was made possible 
through the donations we received 
from over 60 partners, key 
sponsors, like Ocado and the work 
of 61 volunteers.

Mark Helvadjian recently shared a 
word he was given about the ‘depth 
of the foundation, determining the 
height’, and as we look to the next 
phase of our journey, we know that 
we have solid and deep foundations, 
built under the leadership of Chris 
and Fliss.

We ask that you continue to pray 
for Chris, Fliss, Mark, the staff and 
everyone involved in our transition 
during the next few months.

Financial Update
As we near the end of this year, 
our finances have been running at 
close to or under budget in terms 
of Giving income. We appreciate we 
are in a time of change and ask that 
you pray for our financial provision 
so that we can continue to run our 
ministries and plan for 2019 with 
certainty.



Growing Family
The Final Phase giving income to 
date from financial gifts & gift aid 
tax is approximately £300k and 
has allowed us to start the work 
on the stairs and upper atrium. We 
estimate the costs to be in the order 
of £500k to complete the works so 
that we can fully utilise the space for 
our children, youth and compassion 
ministries.

Thank You
After 10 years of committed 
service as a Trustee, John Eke has 
decided to step down from the 
role in which he has faithfully and 
diligently served. John has been 
invaluable and provided expertise in 
many areas including our financial 
and governance matters, investing 

significant time to support the 
smooth operation of our church.

We will be looking to bring new 
Trustees/Directors into the team 
during 2019, especially those with 
financial expertise. If anyone has a 
calling to this please contact one of 
the Directors or Gil Yon.

questions?
Comments or questions can be 
directed through the office to any of 
the Trustees/Directors. 

God bless,

Mark Bevis, Mark Helvadjian & 
Tim Winfield
Trustees / Directors 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-21


