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As many of us head off on our 
summer holidays, we are busy 
planning the September church 
programme which will see us 
celebrate 30 years since the church 
began, it’s also very fitting that this 
will also coincide with the retirement 
of Chris and Fliss.

Chris & Fliss’ Retirement
Announced earlier this year Chris 
and Fliss have decided that now is 
the right time to take a step back 
from their roles as Senior Pastors 
of St Albans Vineyard. They have 
faithfully served for the last 30 years 
and both will retire at the end of 
September.

This has been a very emotional and 
challenging time for them both as 
they prepare to move on from what 
has been their calling, passion and 
labour of love to serve Jesus Christ, 
to what God is calling them onto.

Fliss will step down from the many 

ministries and operations she has 
run and supported over the years 
with these areas being transitioned 
to the existing team which has been 
underway for some time to ensure 
a smooth handover. We thank Fliss 
for all that she has done, which 
is often not visible to the church, 
but without her involvement the 
ministries would not have flourished 
as they have.

We also should recognise the work 
of the current staff to ensure a 
smooth transition with many taking 
on extra responsibilities.

Senior Pastor Successor
The search for a successor has 
been underway for many months 
and has proven to be more of a 
challenge that we expected.

We had many applications for the 
role and shortlisted some that we 
interviewed and spent time with to 
assess our mutually agreed fit for 
the role.

At this time, we have not found 
a suitable successor due to a 
combination of factors. Either the 
role not being right for the candidate, 
commitments to current churches 
or our assessment that they would 
not be a fit to what we need.

As a team, we have spent a lot of 
time in prayer on this matter and we 



have an amazing sense of peace 
that we should wait on God as He 
has this in hand.

This does not mean we are inactive, 
as in parallel we have developed an 
interim plan as well as continuing 
to focus on the search for a new 
Senior Pastor.

Interim Plan
Chris has agreed to continue 
in a revised role until we have a 
successor in place, he will continue 
to be responsible for the spiritual 
direction and health of the church 
as well as overseeing the preaching 
during this time. 

Chris will continue to preach 
regularly and spend time with the 
staff in a mentoring and support 
capacity.

The main change for Chris is that 
he will relinquish his executive 
responsibilities for the day to 
day running of the church, these 
responsibilities will be covered 

by Richard and overseen by the 
Directors.

Whilst this is not quite the type of 
retirement any of us had envisaged, 
our sense of God’s peace in this 
process assures us that the right 
plan will be revealed in His timing, 
during this period of preparation.

We are so thankful to Chris for his 
flexibility and support throughout 
this transition period and to Richard 
who continues to grow and flourish 
with the extra responsibilities he 
carries.

There will be an opportunity to say 
a farewell and thank you to Chris 
and Fliss at a special retirement 
celebration at the church on 
Saturday 29th September.

Growing Family Update
The Final Phase appeal has 
continued to grow over the 
past months and now stands at 
£225k from gifts and gift aid. Our 
estimates with the contractors is 
that the work will cost in the order 



of £500k, dependent on final fitting 
and fixtures. We have been working 
with the builders to finalise details 
and hope to begin the works in 
Atrium 2 shortly. 

Although we are still some way off 
our target total, we are so thankful 
for those sacrificial gifts, which for 
many will not be the first time. Our 
prayers are that we secure sufficient 
funds to be able to commit to more 
of the work very soon.

Finance Update 2018
As we passed through the half 
way point of the year, our finances 
are running at close to or under 
budget in terms of Giving income. 
We appreciate we are in a time of 
change and ask that you pray for 

our financial provision so that we 
can continue to run our ministries 
and teams as planned for the rest 
of 2018.

Thank You
We thank God for the blessing of 
Chris and Fliss on the church and 
ask that you continue to pray for 
everyone involved in this transition.

questions?
Comments or questions can be 
directed through the office to any 
one of the Trustees / Directors. God 
bless, Mark B, John, Mark H and 
Tim.

Mark Bevis, John Eke, Mark Helvadjian, 
Tim Winfield

Trustees / Directors 

“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 

that is at work within us, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-21


