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Mark Helvadjian – 17th March, 2019 

 

• A.W Tozers book The Knowledge of the Holy “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us.” 

• 1. We become what we worship.  

• If we worship a stingy God, we become stingy.  

• If we worship a God who is always angry at us, we become angry ourselves.  

• If we worship a God who let’s things slide because He doesn’t care what we get up, then so do we. 

• And so having a right view of God has profound implications for who we are. 

• 2. Our expectancy and faith are linked to the type of God we worship.  

• If we worship a God who chooses not to heal, then we don’t expect Him to 

• If we worship a God who is on the side-lines watching, then we don’t expect him to come to our aid 

• And so for many of use we lack expectancy and faith because we don’t truly know who He is and what His 

promises are towards us. 

• And so when God reveals Himself to us – it challenges our preconceptions of who God is and as a result 

challenges who we are and our very own destiny. 

• Over the next 12 weeks, we are going to allow God to reveal himself to us and align ourselves to His truth 

• And how is God going to do this – through His many names. 

• Just like a beautiful diamond which has multiple facets, so God has many names which represent the fullness 

of His beauty. 

• This week I’ll be setting the scene, but each week the team and I will be looking at a name of God.  

 

Have you ever wondered what’s in a name? 

• Quote from Juliet questioning the importance of a name – for surely a rose would be just as sweet if it was 

called something else. 

• We all have names and their mostly used for an identifier aren’t they – for our tax returns etc 

• Or maybe a name you have when you’re good and a name you have when you’re naughty. 

• But they also carry other meaning don’t they – connotations. 

• Or maybe we have a few names. My Grandma calls me Markymoo – means, My Marky. 

 

Why don’t we find out what’s in a name in this room! 

• Turn around and ask someone their name and what their name means. Do they know? 

• I also thought it would be fun to ask the question outside these four walls – [Video] 
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What was the purpose of a name. 

• In ancient times, in biblical times, a names represented more than a label – a name represented the very 

nature of a person.  

• One old testament scholar writes ‘In the world of the Hebrew Scriptures a personal name was often thought to 

indicate something essential about the bearer’s identity, origin, birth circumstances or the divine purpose that 

the bearer was intended to fulfil’ 

Examples in the bible.  

• Abram/Abraham.  

• Abram means ‘Exalted Father’. That was his name. But God changes his name. Why? 

• Gen 17:6 ‘I have made you a father of many nations. I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, 

and kings will come from you.’  

• He changes his name to Abraham – which means ‘father of many nations’ 

• A new name – a new destiny. 

• Jacob/Israel 

• Jacob means’ ‘heel grabber’ infact he came out holding his brothers heel 

• But this name really means a liar and a cheat – and that’s what he did!  A con man. He conned His brother out 

of his birth right. 

• But in one night, it all changes.   

• He wrestles with God and says Gen 32:36 ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me!’ 

• The God renames Him, from Jacob to Israel, which means ‘he struggles with God’ 

• A new name – a new destiny 

• And so names represent the very nature the very destiny of a person. 

 

So what about God?  

• God has a name too, infact he has many. 

• You see when we say God, that isn’t really His name – It’s a title. 

• God has personal name like Mark, like Peter 

• Infact the Bible shows that God has many names, which are descriptive of His many attributes 

• You see His names represent who He is – His very nature 

• But more than that – His names also represent His promises to His people 

• We see this in a wonderful story with Moses 

• Moses like us, was seeking God and His presence.  

• Exodus 33:15-18 

• And so the time came for God to reveal His Glory - Exodus 34 v5-7.  

• He revealed himself by proclaiming His name. 

• The Lord. In our English translation we have inadvertently changed His personal name for a title. 

• YAHWEH in Hebrew, or Jehovah, which is built on the word for ‘I am’. 

The many names of God 

• Throughout the bible we see God continuing to reveal Himself through His Name Yahweh or Jehovah 

• Jehovah Jireh, the God who provides. That’s who He is - That’s His Promise to us 

• So If God provides, then I should seek Him for all my provision? 

• Jehovah Nissi, the Lord my Victory. That’s who He is - That’s His Promise to us 

• So if God is my victory, then He will battle for me? 

• Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is there. That’s who He is - That’s His Promise to us 

• So if God is there for me, then I’m not alone. 

• And with each name He reveals to His people, and to us, His very nature, and His promises to us 
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And it gets better, because as new covenant people, as people who know Jesus, Jesus has revealed those names to 
us. Jesus Has revealed the Father to us. 
 

• John 17 v 6, 26. ‘I have revealed your name to those you gave me - I have made your name known to them.’’ 

• ‘Your name’ is who God is. It’s a stand in for His character. It’s who He is. 

• Jesus is saying that He, the very person of Jesus. has revealed the Father. 

• John 14:9 ‘If you have seen me you have seen the father.’ 

• Jesus healed and showed God as Jehovah Rapha – the Lord who heals 

• Jesus won the victory on the cross for us, and showed God has Jehovah Nissi 

• Jesus brought peace to people and into situations, and showed God as Jehovah Shalom 

• And Jesus showed us God – Jesus, God incarnate. The word made flesh. 

• And so each week, we’ll see how Jesus showed us the name of God. 

 


