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Mark Helvadjian – 7th April, 2019 

 

 

• Jireh, means that He provides 

• What picture does that conjure up for you? 

• I’ve often-times had a picture of some kind of a waiter, serving me whenever I place an order from his menu. 

• And while it is true, that God delights to give us good gifts, we miss out on the fullness of who He is, and what He 
has called us to do, and the people he has created us to be, if we stop there. 

• We said that at the start of the series that who He is, has profound implications for who we are! 

• My prayer is that we will be changed as He reveals Himself to us this morning 

 
Read Genesis 22:6-14 

 
Unpacking the word ‘Jireh’ 
 

• The Hebrew word Jireh, which we translate as ‘will provide’, has the root ‘ra-a’ - to see. 

• This word is used 3 times in this passage – let’s look at two of them. 
 
1. Gen 22:8 ‘Abraham answered, “God (Elohim) himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.”’ 

• What this is actually saying is ‘God himself will see’. Elohim. The Almighty Creator God, will see. 

• And in His seeing, He will ‘see to it’. Provide! 

• We use that phrase sometimes don’t we when referring to a bill. So and so will see to it!  

• You see God’s provision comes from seeing us. Seeing our needs and seeing to it. 

• Gods provision doesn’t come from us begging and hoping he sees. 

• It doesn’t come from us hoping that God gets the picture. 

• It doesn’t come from us relying on our own ability to explain the situation. 

• It may require us to ask – but he already knows - He already sees. 

• For some of us, we may be living with the lie that the almighty God who created us now leaves us alone and to our 
own devices.  

• No – God sees you, and in His seeing, He sees to it. 
 
2. Gen 22:14 'So Abraham called that place, Jehovah Jireh' Jehovah sees to it.  

• Isn’t this interesting that Abraham uses the personal name of God. 

• Before God provided the Ram, Abraham referred to God in verse 8 as Elohim.  

• The creator God. ‘Elohim himself will provide’ 

• But when Abraham had experienced the provision of God, he referred to God with his personal name Yahweh, 
which is the relational name of God. Wendy – last week 

• When Abraham experienced God, he called Him by his name I AM. He experienced the great I AM. 

• And for some of us, we see God as the creator God, but God is wanting us to experience Him as the great I AM. 

• We have the head knowledge, but an experience is about to come which shifts our heart to Yahweh. 
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What does Jehovah provide for? 

 

1. Jehovah provides for our daily needs 

• On one end of the spectrum, God provides for our daily needs.  Our clothing, our food, all the things we need etc 

• Mathew 6:25-34 

• God absolutely loves to take care of his children. 

• And we are called to be part of that, to be His hands and feet - to provide for those who cannot. 

• That is why the work of the Care Centre is so important. 

• But this type of provision isn’t actually the focus of this story.  

• If we stop here, we miss out on what He has for us! 

 

2. Jehovah provides for our steps of faith 

• God is looking for men and women who will step out in faith and change the world for Him – to bless others and to 

make Christ known. 

• We read that by Abraham’s faith all the nations were blessed. V18 

• But in so doing, we must realise that on our own we cannot do it, it is only through God’s provision that we can 

fulfil what he calls us to do. 

• God had never intended for Isaac to be offered up as a sacrifice – it would never have been sufficient. 

• And what we learn about in this story, and indeed it plays out in the whole bible and indeed church history, is that 

HE provides as WE step out in faith to do what seems to be the impossible. 

• If David hadn’t stepped out in faith to fight Goliath, then he would never have experienced the provision of the 

Lord and Israel would not have been blessed by him. 

• If Ester hadn’t stepped out in faith to serve the King, she would never have experienced the provision of the Lord, 

and her and the rest of the Israelites would not have been blessed by her.  

• If Jackie Pullinger hadn’t of stepped out in faith to minister to the drug addicts in Hong Kong, she would never have 

experienced the provision of the Lord and countless lives would not have been blessed by her. 

• And so my conviction this morning is that for many of us we haven’t experienced the full provision of God because 

we have yet to step out in faith into the unknown and into a place of utter need for him. 

• Yes God has supplied your everyday needs, but He is calling us to position ourselves to be even more needy! 

• If God’s riches our endless then don’t you think that he can do more! 

And so we have a part to play in how we position ourselves for this provision. Look at 4 things. 

How we position ourselves 

1. Live a life of faith 

• Heb 11:6 ‘And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.’ 

• Abraham was a man who had faith and God rewarded him by providing him the ram to sacrifice. 
• Gen 22:2 ‘Here I am’.  
• That is Faith’s response. It starts with ‘Here I Am Lord’ I’m ready and waiting for you to speak. 
• You see if you have faith that he rewards those (provides for those) that seek him, then you position yourself in 

humility and expectancy that He will speak. 
• I know that when my faith is low, then my expectancy that God is speaking to me, is low.  
• It’s like I turn away, ever so slightly. 
• But when I spend time in his word and feed myself on the promises of God, the things that God has promised He 

will do, then I position myself to listen and to reply.  
• Why? Because I have faith that God is looking to fulfil those very promises in and through me! 
• And if that is the case, then he’ll see to it to provide for me. 
• God said ‘Abraham!’ and Abraham heard because he was seeking God – that was his lifestyle, that was the way he 

lived. A life of faith 
• Hebrews 11 tells us that he acted in faith that God would raise Isaac.  
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• He had faith that God would provide a miracle, and God did – a ram caught in a bush as a substitute. 
• God is looking for men and women who have faith that he exists and that he provides for our every need even if we 

cannot figure it out. 
• Phil 4:19 ‘And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.’ 
• Are we saying as Abraham did – Here I am! 

2. Respond in obedience 

• True Faith will require you to act with faith-filled vision 

• Faith without works is dead. James 2:14-26 Good works is a fruit of true faith. 

• Abraham had faith in God and so when God asked him to sacrifice his son, he said ok. He obeyed. 

• If you have faith that God is calling you, that He has a plan for you, then there will come a time where you are 
required to move and trust that he will provide. 

• It may be praying for someone at work – it may be talking to someone about your faith – it may be an act of 
kindness. It might be signing up to serve at the Care Centre.  

• What I have observed is that most of the time, we are not obedient because we don’t believe God will provide. 

• We think that He won’t provide the finances, we think that God won’t provide us with the skills we need, or the 
relationships we require, or the favour, or whatever our perceived lack is. 

• God doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called.  

• ' I preach to you, at this time, obedience-absolute obedience to the Lord God; but I preach the obedience of a child, 
not the obedience of a slave; the obedience of love, not of terror; the obedience of faith, not of dread. I shall urge 
you, as God shall help me, in order that you may come at this obedience, that you should seek after stronger faith-
"For by faith Abraham obeyed."' C.H. Spurgeon 

3. Be willing to sacrifice 

• God's provision often comes in response to sacrificing what we have. Given it all up for Him.  
• Now let’s understand this – God’s promise to Abraham was that his descendants would be as numerous as the 

stars in the sky and yet, God was asking Abraham to sacrifice his only son – but God it doesn’t make sense! 
• I was reading a story of Rees Howell, a great intercessor, and God had asked Rees to give all his money away, but 

Rees also had committed to support a growing ministry. Time and time again the money came, even on the hour.  
• God did not provide the lamb until Abraham had shown His willingness to be obedient to God regardless of the cost 

to himself. 
• So what is God asking you to give up? 
• It might be reputation. He will vindicate you. 
• It might be control. He will lead you into a better way. 
• It might be finances. The area you sow you will reap. Story of the cheque and Jehovah Jireh. 
• It might be friendships. He is your great reward. 
• It might be perceived freedom. There is true liberty in Him. 
• Giving to God unlocks His provision to us. 
• You can never out give God. He sees to it.  

4. Look up 
 

• His provision doesn’t always fall in our lap. We need to look up – up from the difficulty and unto Him. 

• V13. Abraham had to take the ram. God provided 

• It might come through a friend. It may require us to be humble and swallow our pride 

• It might require us to push through and use our energy 

• I love the testimony from Jon and Andrea – a friend gave them a gift for them to auction, and they sold it for £20k. 

• The money didn’t appear in their bank – it took effort. 
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But there is more than that.  

He also provides for our rescue from sin and our relationship with Him. 

• V14 “on the mountain, Jehovah will see to it.” 
• This refers to more than Mt. Moriah in that moment—it also refers to a hill called Calvary, where God “did not 

spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all” Rom 8:32 
• For of course this event in history was also a prophetic foreshadow of what Yahweh was going to do – offer His only 

son for the sins of the world as a substitute for us! ‘It will be provided for’ future tense. 
• We try and offer our good works to God as a sacrifice, but it isn’t acceptable to God, it can never be 
• We can never have relationship with God through ourselves, only the sacrifice of Jesus, Jehovah saves, can we 

enter in. 


