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In September 1988, we (Chris & Fliss Lane) along with our four young children, 
Noelle, Jessie, Samuel and Sophie, planted a Vineyard Church in St Albans. This 
decision followed some time spent at Anaheim CA with John Wimber (Founder of 
the Vineyard), having previously served in the Anglican church.  
 
As is common with Vineyard church plants, we began with what we had - and 
opened up our rented home to have ‘church’. As numbers grew we progressed to 
regular monthly meetings; our first being at the Lake Holidays Hotel. In 1990 we 
‘went public' at a local school (St Columbus) on Sundays with 80 people. This 
was a hugely exciting time for us and we were able to make our first staff 
appointment! A Children & Youth Worker was hired along with a Voluntary Admin 
Assistant who worked in our home office. In just one year we were in a position 
to move our Sunday church meetings again to an even larger space at St Albans 
Girls’ School. 
 
At this time, John Wimber released the few UK Vineyards to form an autonomous 
association. This comprised of the Mumfords (SW London) the Williams 
(Riverside, Feltham) and ourselves (St Albans) forming the foundation for the 
future development of the Vineyard Churches UK & Ireland movement. Jeremy & 
Elaine Cook, with their children Alex and Nick, were soon sent out from St Albans 
to plant the Hull Vineyard. 
 
Then things really took off! After beginning to rent our first office on the Hatfield 
Road (over a flower shop) we hired our first Worship Pastor, Graham Ord, who 
was also responsible for developing our emerging compassion ministry. Annual 
ministry trips to the Czech Republic began. We set up and financially supported 
the Romanian charity, ‘Jesus loves Romania’, providing a home for street 
children. We created 3 annual weekend conferences on Grace, Healing Life 
Hurts and The Blessing for the church, and were delighted to invite special guest 
Bob Craine from San Luis Obispo (USA) Vineyard to speak and minister at 
these.  
 
 

 
John Wimber (Founder of the Vineyard) visited us in St Albans in 1994 when the 
church was 150-200 strong (with 50 children). Everyone was hugely encouraged 
when John said if he lived in the UK he would come to our church! Monthly 
Sunday evening meetings soon followed, each attracting 100 people to each. 
These evenings had different focusses, such as Praise and Prayer for Revival, 
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Eden Evenings (acoustic outreach at a nearby pub) and Youth Celebrations 
Blaze. Blaze later became the Burn Church with Samuel Lane and the young 
worship musicians becoming known as The Burn Band.  
 
Around this time there was a significant prophetic move of God in our church, 
especially among the youth. This created a swell in attendance and tipped the 
major demographic of St Albans Vineyard towards the under 25's. 
 
We’ve always been passionate to find opportunities for outreach and spreading 
the news about Jesus. In the early 90’s we joined Riverside Vineyard to feed the 
homeless on London Embankment with hot meals (known as The King's Table 
ministry) continuing every week for many years. We were also able to release 
our Intern Pastors, Ralf & Sonia Richter, to follow their call to plant a church in 
Darmstadt, Germany. We simultaneously made the first of what would become 
many regular ministry trips to India; supporting a friend Pastor Samuel and his 
wife Laisha to establish and run orphanages and churches over there (Bethesda 
Missions) - which we continue to financially support through our Blend Café 
today. During this time God also enabled us to send out one of our young men, 
Matt Hyam, to church plant in Southampton when he attended University there.  
 
 

 
During this time, God grew us to 250 strong and Sunday meetings moved from 
the school’s lecture theatre to the larger main hall. We began to run an Easter 
‘Passion’ play which brought in hundreds of guests - some of whom gave their 
lives to Jesus there and then. ‘Burn Church’ weekly evening gatherings grew to 
fill the Town Hall in St Albans as an ‘alternative service’: an exciting and vibrant 
expression of church that drew many young and unchurched people. 
 
The church continued to grow to around 300 with over 100 kids, which meant we 
decided to add another Sunday morning service with kid's and youth ministries. 
Running two morning services was quite a feat whilst meeting in a school with 
limited provision, but God was good to us and blessed our endeavors. 
 
Another way God blessed us was by empowering us to facilitate a number of 
church plants over the next few years. Tony & Dwee Cooke, our wonderful 
Associate Pastors, decided to join their children Jenny & James to church plant 
in their home town of Cheltenham. Another new plant to Stevenage soon 
followed, when we released Peter & Ann Barnes, their family and 60 others to go 
with them. Not withstanding this substantial loss - of some outstanding people - 
God was adding numbers of new believers to us. This precipitated another move 
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to Marlborough School with a larger hall and larger space for children’s groups. 
John and Sandra Burns who led our Youth and Children's ministry, then left with 
their family to plant a Vineyard in Yarm, Teeside.  
 
Our 10th anniversary came around in September 1998 and we had a huge 
celebration in St Albans Civic Centre! We were especially delighted that our 
friends from St Albans City Church, whom we were regularly working with at this 
time, joined us to celebrate. 
 
 

 
God had proved faithful in providing the resources we needed at every step in 
our journey. In 1999 we signed a lease to host our ‘Vineyard Centre’ to allow us 
to do everything we needed to. It provided us with four offices, a prayer room and 
a small meeting place for weekday events. With Sunday attendance at around 
400, with circa 100 kids, the school hall had become too small, and a long search 
for 'a Home of our Own' began. Finally, in 2003 after unsuccessful attempts to 
find or secure 16 buildings (!) and with many hours of negotiations with our 
Council’s Planning Office, we bought and converted an empty warehouse (7 
Brick Knoll Park)! Which remains the base of our now-expanded Vineyard 
Church Centre. We were and remain so grateful to God for providing such an 
amazing space for us. What a momentous, wonderful opening celebration that 
was - with special friends of the Vineyard, and personal encouragers Bishop 
David & Mary Pytches from St Andrews Chorleywood! 
 
 

 
Worship has always been a central value of the Vineyard. As such, we’ve 
produced many inhouse worship EP's, and the first official St Albans Vineyard 
worship album ‘Beautiful’ was released in 2002. This featured Samuel Lane and 
Marc James, amongst others from The Burn Band, and sold over 40,000 copies 
worldwide! Samuel had become the lead worship pastor for our church by then 
and has been in demand in the UK, USA and South America ever since, giving 
St Albans Vineyard a reputation for outstanding worship music. More albums 
followed including The Fire and The Difference. Samuel has developed a 40 
strong team of excellent musicians for our Sunday worship times. 
 
Over 2003-2005 some huge building developments took place at St Albans 
Vineyard. We had always planned to build a second floor to our warehouse 
which would include an upstairs gallery and meeting/children's rooms. Again, 
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with swelling numbers, this had now become a pressing need. We also built a 
large balcony in the auditorium to bring seating capacity from 500 to 750+. We 
then needed to make a costly construction to sound proof our auditorium, to 
combat some noise complaints. All of the money raised for these building works 
came from the congregation giving sacrificially, as opposed to fundraising – a 
testimony to how God was at work in the people!  
 
This expanded space enabled us to become hosts for the Willow Creek Global 
Leadership Summit, which we’ve continued to host annually as well as other 
Willow Creek day conferences. We’ve learnt so much from the GLS and highly 
value our commitment to the Willow Creek Association UK. As well as the GLS, 
filling our auditorium to capacity, so have other events such as the National 
Vineyard Women's Conference and the African Children’s Choir. 

 
2008 saw our 20th anniversary! Celebrations, parties and events throughout the 
year exhausted everyone while the first seeds of our FEED food bank emerged 
out of our compassion ministries. The following few years produced more church 
plants: Jim & Korenne Denison to Canterbury, James & Cathryn Barringer to 
Hemel Hempstead, Henry & Debra Cross to Dunstable (Rock & Redeemer 
Vineyard), and Nick & Sue Griffin to Crouch End (London Life Vineyard). Rick 
Flatt moved from the staff to lead what is now the Enfield Vineyard and we 
celebrated and hosted the launch of Samuel Lane's 'The Fire' worship album – 
the first album VRUK produced by a solo artist. 
 
With our attendance burgeoning to around 600, and baptism numbers continually 
growing, more change was needed to allow for more growth - particularly for 
young families. We were currently running two services: one traditional service 
(10:00) and a second service (11:59) which offered a much shorter talk and a 
Q&A session at the end. It attracted mainly singles and young married couples, 
which meant that the kids groups during the first service were bursting at the 
seams! We began to turn children away because we didn’t have the room, so 
decided to move the service times (to 9.30am & 11.30am) so that we could 
duplicate the first service, offering full youth and children's programs for both 
services.  
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In 2014 we believed God was calling to make more space for His ‘Growing 
Family’, and launched a campaign to buy the adjacent warehouse to us (which 
was even larger!). This campaign, like previous ones, was based on sacrificial 
giving. The congregation collectively gave £¾ million and with the help of our 
bank, we were able to buy the building!  
 
As if that wasn’t enough, the church then got behind Phase 2 of this campaign in 
2015, and gave another £½ million to build an interior structure to the 
warehouse’s empty shell. We built an enormously spacious children's section on 
the ground floor, created a FEED food bank ‘shop’, a baby and children's KIT 
‘shop’, a whole new atrium area as well as other side rooms. New office space 
was also created to accommodate our growing staff of 16 and 8 interns. 
 
 

 
Our opening celebration a year later marked a real sense of 'Coming of Age' as 
we began to use all that God had provided us with. The investment and 
consolidation of the compassion ministries (recognised as the ‘Vineyard Care 
Centre’ by local government services – such as social care, mental health, 
probation and others) enabled increasing numbers of church and community 
guests to benefit, and our ministries to widen in their variety. 
 
 

 
Last year we launched The Final Phase of our Growing Family, responding to 
God’s call to ‘finish the work’ we started and build the upstairs part of our recently 
acquired warehouse extension. This will provide much needed Youth areas and 
a mid-sized auditorium that our Ventureland Children's Church can use on 
Sundays, as well as Youth Groups, plus training events will need to use this 
throughout the week. This completion expected this year will create a solid 
springboard for the future growth and health of the St Albans Vineyard.  
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