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IN THE BEGINNING
Almost three years ago we bought 
the huge warehouse next door! Why? 
In response to what we believe God 
was calling us to do: to increase our  
present facilities and ‘make room’ for 
His growing family. 

This led us to tread a steep learning 
curve in sacrificial and generous giving.  
We discovered how the simple act of 
financial sacrifice reveals what takes 
priority in our lives. The Growing  
Family Campaign provided a unique 
challenge for us to realign the way we 
steward our money with a Kingdom 
mentality. 

As a result, our understanding and 
desire for discipleship grew deeper, 
stronger and more focussed. We 
saw God’s family grow in numbers,  
character and integrity. And after  
almost a year of sacrificial giving, with 
God’s direction and the help of our 
bank, we bought the building next 
door. What an achievement - praise 
God! 

THE OBSTACLES
Was it a home run from there? Not by 
a long shot. We then faced frequent 

delays and obstacles in our response 
to God’s call to expand. The most  
notable being our application for  
planning permission; something we 
needed in order to use the building 
for the purpose we bought it for! What 
should have been a simple and straight- 
forward process turned into a season 
of suspensions and setbacks. 

This even led us to question whether 
we had really heard God in the first 
place! But God was patient with us and 
faithful, gently reminding us again and 
again of His promise in Isaiah “Don’t 
be afraid—you’re not going to be  
embarrassed. Don’t hold back—you’re  
not going to come up short.” We finally  
received the good news that our plan-
ning application had been approved!

phase 2 
And then? After collectively giving 
enough money to buy a £1.3 million 
building, we then faced the immense 
challenge of raising another £500,000 
- on top of everything we’d already  
given - to build an interior structure  
for this empty warehouse! With the 
help of our architect and contractors, 
we designed a Vineyard care centre, 
which included a deluxe FEED food 
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bank store and facilities that were  
welcoming and dignifying to those who 
used them. The additional space meant 
we were able to begin a new ministry,  
KIT, providing children’s clothing 
to low-income families. We also  
devised brand new kids rooms to 
accommodate our exploding kids  
ministry, and began to provide our 
Youth with a home of their own.

a success story
Up for the challenge, it took us an  
incredibly short nine months to 
meet this cost. What a benevolent  
community! This generosity meant we 
were able to start building works at the 
beginning of 2016 and celebrated the 
Grand Opening in style that autumn. 
Since then we’ve seen a marked  
increase in numbers here on a Sunday, 
including our youth and kids groups. 
God knew we would need the space! 
We’re so thankful He prepared us just 
in time. 

unfinished business
However, we still have the rest 
of the building to finish. We need 
to install the heating and air-con  
system in the ground floor, as well as 
complete the proposed plan for the 
first floor - which includes building  
further youth and kids rooms, plus 
a large multipurpose conference  
room. You will have seen that  
Ventureland (our Sunday church for 

6-10 year olds) is currently being  
held in one of our atriums  
because we’re still waiting to build a 
room big enough to accommodate all 
of these amazing children! Our Youth 
has matured since we launched The 
Growing Family Campaign, with new 
Connect Groups and Worship Band 
Nights starting up - plus the Friday  
night gathering grew so big we’ve 
split these into two separate sessions  
for different age groups! It won’t be 
long until our flourishing Ventureland  
members grow into Youth - so as if 
it wasn’t urgent enough to develop  
facilities for our maturing young 
people, we’re aware that we also 
need to prepare for the future! 
We hope the funds will stretch to  
employing a Youth Pastor, because 
we want to make sure all the work 
and prayer that’s gone into growing  
children who learn about and  
experience God’s love, continues as 
they transition into adulthood.

keeping the faith
You may recall the prophetic word at  
the beginning of this year, calling us  
as a church to ‘come of age’. We  
believe God is saying that now is the 
time to mature into everything He  
created and intended us to become. As 
always, God is again calling us to move 
onwards, and that includes completing  
the work we started with His Growing 
Family.   
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FIRST FLOOR 
DESIGN 

We’ve experienced a heightened 
sense of God’s presence over the past 
couple of years. It’s evident we’re par-
ticipating in the worship of heaven, 
as we increasingly hear more stories  
of physical healing, more stories of 
the Holy Spirit drawing people to 
Jesus and this church, and more  
individuals making a decision to follow 
Christ. In light of God’s visitation to 
us, it’s appropriate for us to ‘finish the 
task’ and complete the building work 
for God’s Growing Family.  

giving to the end
We don’t want to be a people who, 
in the words of the prophet Haagai, 
‘have planted much but harvested 
little’. We want to see everything 
we’ve sown come to fruition and be  
fulfilled! That’s why we’re asking you 
to be part of The Final Phase. We 
will again be returning to sacrificial 
giving in order to finish what we’ve  
begun - each of us asking God to  
make plain what He wants us to give.

Here is my advice: It would be good for you to finish what you started 
a year ago. Last year you were the first who wanted to give, and you 
were the first to begin doing it. Now you should finish what you started. 
Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by 
your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. Whatever you 
give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. 2 Corinthians 8:10-12
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pray
Each of us are able to give different  
amounts to The Final Phase. It’s  
important to respond prayerfully to the 
call to give. And remember that God 
wants cheerful givers! 2 Cor 9:6-7

reference your gift 
Make sure you reference your gift with 
FINAL PHASE, whether cheque, cash 
or bank transfer. Otherwise it’ll go 
straight into our day-to-day fund. 

ways of giving 
Pretty much any way - cash, cheque, 
directly through your bank, even 
through online schemes like Virgin 
Money Giving or our mobile App. (Just 
remember to reference each gift.) 
Cheques Payable to:
Vineyard Christian Fellowship of 
St Albans
Bank Transfers:
Barclays Bank  
Sort Code: 20-74-09   
A/C No: 00634913
A/C Name: Vineyard Christian 
Fellowship of St Albans

pledge 
Perhaps you can’t give a generous 
lump sum today, but want to give a 
monthly amount over the next year 
or two? Or pledge to give a lump 
sum in the near future? In which case 
we’d ask you fill in the Pledge Form 
overleaf; this will help us plan and 
secure building work contracts over 
the next few months. You can set up 
a standing order through one of our  
Giving Envelopes.

gift aid
You can increase your gift by 25% if 
you’re a UK tax payer. This is a huge 
addition at no cost to you. Simply fill 
in the Gift Aid section on one of our  
Giving Envelopes. 

pray again
Join us in praying that God would not 
allow us to grow tired or apathetic 
to His call in this current climate, but  
that He would continue to grow our  
revelation of who He is and cause us 
to respond to His glory!

how to give

Find all this information on our website at
www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/giving 
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Title

Full Name (print) 

Address 

           Post Code

Email

Phone

Signed 

Date

        I will pledge a one-off gift of £            towards the 

FINAL PHASE which I intend to give by           /           /

        I will pledge a regular gift towards the FINAL PHASE of  £   

per week / month which I will start on            /           /   and

continue until           /           /            

       GIFT AID    If you are a UK tax payer* you can allow us to claim 25p per  
  £1 on your gift! Just tick the box. 

* I confirm I am a UK tax payer and have paid / will pay an amount of income tax and / or capital gains tax for each tax year that 
is (at least) equal to the amount of tax that all the charities I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.  I understand that 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give, without any cost to me. I will advise 
Vineyard Christian Fellowship of St Albans if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or home address or no longer pay 
sufficient tax on my income and / or capital gains. 

PLEDGE FORM

FIND ALL THIS INFO AT www.thevineyardchurch.co.uk/finalphase

Please use one of our Giving Envelopes to make your gift or set up your SO.
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